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"Yes," said the hidden householder. "But you won't
ask another time. I can see you're alone, and if you don't
go off I'll come out with some men and a cudgel."

Gallus took more care after the threat. He left one of his
shoes before the house, to mark it, and then hobbled away.
But he didn't need any more reminders. He counted carefully
and was sure he had the tenth house.

He rattled at the shutters.   "Falcidius.   I want Falcidius."

There was no reply. Gallus kicked and punched. His
hands were bleeding. The family must have run away.
Perhaps they were all dead. He gave one last crashing kick,
and a voice answered from the roof, "Go away."

Gallus had learned cunning. "I'm not alone," he bawled.
"My men are waiting up the road. Are you Falcidius?"

"What do you want?" On any other evening a house-
holder could have relied on calling aid from the neighbours,
but it was no use shouting when all were locked away in
terror of riots.

"Tell me where Gytheris lives."

The question was so unrelated to the fears of the jeweller
that he couldn't understand. "What?" he asked, faltering.

Gallus repeated his question in tones of menace.

"Gytheris . . ." the man said. "The actress? Let me
think. How can I remember off-hand?"

"Go and find out," called Gallus, "and I'll spare your
house."

The man sped downstairs, rushing for the ledger of
accounts. Then ravishing was the order of the night, not
looting. So much the better. It was quite mad, but so was
everything else. He found the entry with tremulous fingers
and hurried upstairs again, hugging the tablet lest he should
forget the ransoming address.

"Gytheris," he gabbled. " Cytheris lives off the Via Nova,
the first lane past the Temple of Aius Loquens, third house
on the right."

"Say it again," replied Gallus, trying to memorise the
words. The jeweller once more recited the address, and
Gallus with an effort got his bearings. He must enter the
Forum. The Via Nova branched off before one came to
the Temple of Vesta. Muttering the directions_over and
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